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y ou hi t h i m t hr e e t i m e s w i t h a r a z o r s t r op a n d i t doe s n ' t do an y
g ood, i f you f i nd a way t o hi t f our , f i ve a n d s i x , t hen t ho s e
additional strokes are going to make him change?

SENATOR KRUSE: No, sir, we' re going to change razor strops.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Oka y , so the n you take ...you b raid so me
switches or you use an ironing cord.

SENATOR KRUSE: N o, we ' r e go i n g t o a d i f f e r e n t me t h o d o f g e t t i ng
their attention here.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: T hank you, Senator Kruse. Memb ers of the
L egis l a t u r e , h e a p i n g o n p u n i s hments mi gh t make peopl e f e e l go o d .
I t mi gh t s a t i s f y so met h i n g i n s i d e o f a per s o n who i s an g r y, and
I am not speaking of Senator Kruse now; somebody who is angry
and just feels that someone else must be made to s u ffer be fore
t hey c a n f e e l a t e a se . An d I c a n u n de r s t a n d i n d i v i du a l s f e e l i ng
that way . But t hat is not a good basis for enacting statutes.
And when the only rationale that can be given is that this is an
addi t i o na l wa y t o pu n i s h s o mebody, when i f t hey d o t he s e t h i ngs
anyway, they can be punished, what are we really saying? That
i f y ou ' re g o i n g t o g o t o exe c u t i o n s , t h e n y o u pu t t hem i n t he
electric chair first,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...and then you drive a nail through their
head. And then after you drive a nail through their head, you
can cut their arms off. There's a point reached when we need to
say p u n i s hment t hat i s i nf l i c t ed i s as f ar as w e o u gh t t o go
because w e mu st a l wa ys keep i n mi nd t he not i on o f
p ropo r t i o na l i t y . You f i t t h e p u n i shm en t t o t h e o f f e n se , a n d t o
b eat s o mebody a f t e r a ce r t a i n p o i n t i s g o i ng t o h av e n o e f f e c t
because they become conditioned to that beating. And it's been
d emonst r a t e d i n Eng l a n d w h e r e t h e y u s e d t o b e a t t he se k i d s wi t h
t hese h i ck o r y s t i c k s t ha t t he on e s b e a t en t h e m o s t o f t en we r e
the ones who did the most wrong because t hey d idn't fea r the
hickory stick. Som e hing else has to be done. T hank you,
Mr. P r e s i d e n t .
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